| hope this newsletter finds you in good health and spirits, Spring is in the air. As we
approach the end of Term 4, | wanted to take a moment to update you on the recent
events at Grove Park Primary School.

Firstly, | would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all
the parents who attended the recent parents’ evening. Your
presence and active involvement in your child's education are
vital, and we value your ongoing support. If you are unable to
attend, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class
team for a suitable time to discuss their progress.

In line with our commitment to fostering a love for Reading
and Science, we celebrated World Book Day and Science Day
with great enthusiasm. The children took part in various fun
activities and showcased their knowledge and creativity
linked to Time. These events not only provided them with
opportunities for hands-on learning but also instilled a deep
appreciation for the wonders of books and the marvels of
science. We held a competition for children to design a new
bookmark and represent time. Thank you to all those who
took part and a big well done to you all.

Serengeti Winners — EYFS Harlee (Giraffe) KS1- Bella (Meerkat) KS2 Bella B (Rhino)
Arctic Winners - EYFS- Isabelle B ( (Polar Bears) KS1- Eli (Puffin) KS2- Ella H (Arctic Fox)

| would like to extend my gratitude to our dedicated HSA for
organising the Mother's Day sale. It was a delightful occasion that
allowed the children to express their love and gratitude towards their
mothers and loved ones. The funds raised will go towards supporting
various school projects and initiatives, improving the overall
educational experience for our pupils.

Staffing Update:

As we informed you during this term, it is with a heavy heart that | announced the
departure of Miss Hyams, who has been an integral part of our teaching staff for the past
ten years. Miss Hyams has been a remarkable teacher and made lasting impressions on
the lives of many pupils during her time here. We wish her all the best in her future
endeavors and thank her for her commitment and dedication to Grove Park. We also say a
sad goodbye to Mrs Downard, who has made the difficult decision to leave Grove Park.
Mrs Downard has been within our community since 2010, working with many children
throughout the school and supporting several teachers. We wish her all the best for the
future.



We also have some exciting news that Miss Donaldson is due to get married in April,
becoming Mrs. Watton. She also would like to inform you all that she is expecting her first
baby! Her baby will be due in the Autumn, and she is very excited to tell (

her class next term. As well as this, we also share the lovely news that
Mrs. Grady is expecting another baby. Her baby is due in July, and she is ' }?:;
hoping to remain in Ostrich class until this time. On behalf of all the " B |

Grove Park community, we wish them all the best and look forward to 2 prex V: a

sharing the safe arrival of each baby.

Lastly, we wanted to briefly touch upon the essential issue of railway safety. As part of our
continual efforts to promote the well-being of our pupils, we arranged railway safety
workshops during this term. These sessions provided valuable knowledge and skills to our
children, equipping them with the necessary tools to stay safe around railway tracks. We
encourage you to continue reinforcing these lessons at home and adhere to the proper
safety guidelines when using railway crossings.

As always, | am grateful for your continuous support and involvement in your child's
education, and we wish you a restful Easter break.

Further Notices:

We are committed to supporting children with their social
and emotional health, along with providing safe spaces
within the school where children are self-regulating and find
a sense of calm. As part of our development projects, we are
excited to share that Grove Park have appointed a Forest
School assistant, Mrs Day, who will lead outdoor sessions for
different year groups across our school site and within

the other Trust schools. Forest Schools allows children to learn, build and bond with
others and develop key life skills through fun, outdoor activities. At Grove Park, as well as
using the woodland area for these sessions, we are also developing a new provision called
“Cuddle Corner”. This will house rabbits and guinea pigs, allowing children to build
connectivity with animals and develop empathy skills. Further information regarding our
new animals will be sent home to you soon, along with consent forms for your children to
access and engage with our new pets.

Bourne Kids Wrap around club

As you are aware we have a successful Breakfast and After school club provision at Grove
Park that has become very popular. We are of course limited to the number of children
per session each day and require you to book your children in before they attend. We
cannot take your children who are not booked in, as it may cause our staff ratio to be
incorrect. We reserve the right to refuse entry at this point. Please ensure your child is
booked in for the correct number of days you may need us. Any further queries regarding
our wrap around care, please contact the team via the club email:
bournekids@bamat.org.uk.
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#' " Year 5 - Snow Leopards

Linking to our topic, in English we have
been reading ‘Arthur and the Golden
Rope’ by Joe Todd-Stanton. The children
have thoroughly enjoyed reading about
| Arthur’s perilous adventures and writing
their own version of the story. They also
i learnt that not all heroes are the most
likely! In Reading, we have looked at ‘Odd
FROSATND THL:\NTS‘ and the Frost Giants’ by Neil Gaiman. The
1 children thoroughly enjoyed this book as
\&; they learnt all about the Norse Go
... 0din, Thor and Loki.

RO

Also, this term we have looked at the
following topics:

e Art/DT — We have been very
creative this term in Snow
Leopards. The children have used a
variety of materials to create
different Viking and Anglo-Saxon
artefacts. The children have
enjoyed designing and then making
brooches out of clay and Viking
soldiers out of tin foil.

e RE - We have explored the big
guestion of “Who is the most
important person in the Easter
story.” The children have enjoyed
learning about this.

e PE - In both outdoor and indoor PE,
the children have been working
together in team building games. |
have been very impressed with
their teamwork and collaboration
throughout the term!

Our topic this term has been Valhalla.
The children have thoroughly enjoyed
learning all about the Vikings and
Anglo-Saxons. The children have v
enjoyed being creative and making a £y
variety of things all linked to the
Vikings. They even learnt that Anglo-
Saxon artefacts have been found
locally in Sittingbourne!

7 >+ Work

In Maths, the children
have shown great
resilience when faced
with tricky learning. The
children have been
working on their
understanding of
fractions this term. This
has not been easy, but
they have continued to
show great resilience and
a’can do’ attitude. | have
seen a big improvement
from the beginning of the
term and have noticed
that their confidence with
fractions is improving!

Congratulations to our value certificate winners this term — Connor, Reggie, Freddie, Callum and Betty
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