
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,    
  

We have had a short term 3, welcoming in the New Year and packing 
in lots of fun and engaging activities along the way. This term Ms 
Middleton and her lunchtime play leaders have started to develop our 
OPAL provision for all children. This approach offers children fun and 
stimulating games and resources that allow all year groups to play 
together. It is a delight to see and hear the children laughing, sharing 
and modelling vital skills to each other. By implementing this, we have 
started to see a reduction in behaviour incidents and seeing more of 
our children burning off energy, ready for their afternoon lessons. 
OPAL has many layers, and these will be rolled out gradually 
throughout the rest of this academic year.    

  

One of our school development points focuses on ensuring children feel happy and safe at our 
school. During Term 2, we welcomed a behaviour audit of our provision into our setting to review 
our behaviour and conduct during various times of the day. We would like to share that Grove Park is 
a wonderful school for our children, with kind and friendly pupils who welcomed our visitors in a 
polite and respectable manner.   

  

  

The children at Grove Park shared how they felt heard, supported and valued. They understand our 
school values and can feel a difference. We will continue to work hard to support your children with 
their emotional wellbeing and hope that we can continue to offer them the love and kindness during 
their time with us.    
  

At the start of January, as many of us do, we thought long and carefully about creating New Year’s 
resolutions and through our assemblies, we decided to change our approach and create a personal 
pledge of promise.  All members of our school community, made a promise to themselves for 
example “to turn a negative into a positive” or “make new friends within the other classes.” Some 
children linked it to their learning and others have thought carefully about behaviours and attitudes. 
The pledge your child has made is personal to them and we have seen a large number of children 
ending this term, reaching their goal and meeting their promise. We are very proud of all the 
children and would like to thank them for their perseverance and dedication. Please ask your 
children about their promise and see if we can help them achieve their targets.    
    



 

 

 

On Wednesday 17th January, our staff took the choir to 
the O2 for the Young Voices singing event. This is 
always a joyous time in the school calendar and our 
children love the experience. Having spoken to the 
staff and children, everyone was amazing, sang 
beautifully and were outstanding superstars. A big 
THANK YOU to all the staff for helping and making such 
a special event so memorable for our pupils.    
  

   

As some of you are aware we have been supporting a pupil in Year 6, Jude and his family, who is 
currently receiving medical support for a life changing condition. Jude has been a member of our 
school community since 2017 and has many friends within the school. On Saturday 13th January, a 
group of children from his peer group and class decided to raise money for Jude through a 24 hour 
no gaming challenge.    
Logan, Alfie, Teddy, Ted, Harry, Tommy, Archie, Maddox and Thomas raised over £400 for Jude 
through giving up their gaming privileges for a set period. At times, there were some moans, but 
they battled through, as they know the difference this money would make to Jude. We are extremely 
proud of these children for being such wonderful friends and looking to help others in need. This is a 
true mark of our school values, showing Respect and kind towards other, Resilience and 
perseverance to a good cause and acting responsibly. We, along with their proud families would like 
to say thank you to each of them and share how wonderful they have been.    

   
  

Finally, we hope you have a lovely half term and look forward to welcoming you all back into school 
on Monday 19th February.    
  

Further Notices:   

Our Local Governing Body have an exciting opportunity for two new members of our parent 
community to apply for governor positions for our Trust. If you feel, you can ensure clarity of vision, 
help embed our Trusts ethos, support with strategic direction, and help support our staff please look 
out for our letter, which will be sent home at the start of Term 4.    
   

We politely ask that children refrain from bringing football cards, Pokémon cards and other trading 
cards into school with immediate effect. Unfortunately, it is leading to some children being upset 
and causing children to worry. We hope you will support us in this, and we will look for ways to 
ensure these interests are re-established in an appropriate manner, when it is appropriate to do so.    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

  

Healthy Eating 

was our science 

topic this term. 

We have looked 

at the importance 

of eating a 

balanced diet   and the jobs of each of the important food 

groups. We have made our own plate of food using a mixture of art 

materials and have studied   the labels on food to understand 

their nutritional value. Our Design Technology gave us the opportunity 

to look at wher  e food comes from and why it is important for our 

environment to eat local produce. We even had the chance of making a 

  seasonal tart with puff pastry and vegetables of our choice.  

  

Elephant Class Term 3  

The Romans have successfully landed in our part of Sittingbourne this 

term.  We have looked at how the Roman Empire spread across 

Europe because of the strength of its army and studied the influences 

they left behind, we have had fun learning about the life of Romans, 

and in particular, the forms of entertainment they watched. Gladiator  
fights and chariot racing were very popular and interesting to study. 

Another aspect of normal life were the visits to the Roman baths. Did 

you know they went to the toilet in the same room and used a 

communal sponge on a stick? Yuk! One of our home learning tasks 

was to make a piece of Roman headwear, which showed off the 

creativity of the pupils and their parents!  

In our English lessons, we have been transported to the city of  
  

Pompeii and have used our imaginations to write descriptions, letters 

and stories based on this historical event!   As part of our reading 

work, we have listened to the story of Romulus and Remus and us 

 ed the text to answer questions and study new and interesting 

vocabulary.  

  

       

  

      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

During our  PE sessions, we have been honing our   defending skills in  

our  n etball  sessions,   w e have practised looking for spaces and  

calling to the members of our team. We understand the importance  

of passing the ball quickly and keeping our feet still when we have  

the ball. In   dance,   we have marched as Roman soldiers and created  

testudo formations to defend ourselves from the Barbarians!   

Congratulations to the following children who have upheld the  

values of Grove Park School: Isla for Resilience, Nancy for  

Responsibility , Ayo for Resourceful and Larson for Respect.   



 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 



 

 

  


