Serengeti Newsletter Term 5

Dear Parents,

| trust this newsletter finds you all well and you are looking forward to the exciting events
due to take place in Term 6.

On reflection of Term 5 | would like to extend my congratulations to Year 6 for successfully
completing their Key Stage 2 SATs. We are incredibly proud of their hard work and
determination throughout this year and during the tests, and | have no doubt that they will
g0 on to achieve great things in the future. | hope they now look forward to the Year-6
leavers events and enjoy their last remaining term at primary school.
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It is with tears in our eyes that we bid farewell to Mrs J Clay, a long-standing Teaching
Assistant, who has exhibited unwavering dedication and commitment to Grove Park over
the years. We are immensely grateful for her hard work and
contribution to our school community, and she will be dearly
missed in her role as teaching assistant. We hope she finds her time
at home relaxing and hope she remains a friend of Grove Park in the
future.

We also participated in Autism Awareness Week during Term 4. This provided a valuable
opportunity for our pupils to learn about and understand the experiences of individuals with
autism. | want to thank both the pupils and staff for their engagement and compassion
during this important week, and for taking part in a sponsored walk. Well done Grove Park.

As we enter Term 6, we have some exciting events arranged for our children, including
transition into new classes, a summer fete, end-of-year productions, along with many more.
These events not only provide opportunities for our pupils to showcase their talents but also
foster a sense of community and camaraderie within Grove Park. We hope you can attend
many of these events and show your support.



Community Sports Days are also taking place in Term 6. This year we are

’ hosting a new format to our sports day. They will run as communities and
have set events for the children to participate in, including a family fun zone
where you can join in the fun with your children. Arctic Community will be
on Monday 10" June and Serengeti will run on Tuesday 11™ June. The main

- gates will be open from 9:00am for parents to arrive and we aim to start all

races at 09:30am for each class. Further information about the plan will be
sent to you at the start of next term.

Finally, within the last newsletter we shared the exciting news of Cuddle Corner, a provision
that will home rabbits and guinea pigs. This is well on its way and soon in Term 6 your
children will see the first of our rabbits arrive, with some
tortoises also making an appearance. Mrs. Day is leading our
Cuddle Corner provision and as part of the set up will be
bringing her own animals to test the allocated area to ensure it
is safe and to help us establish where to place shelter and their
new homes. As you can see from the picture, Cuddle Corner is
still under development. With new aspects arriving daily. We
now have their indoor space, raised netting at the top of the
building and it has been laid with Astro turf. Once it is ready to
open, you will be informed of a grand opening.

It is also with great excitement and pleasure that we announce to you that from September
2024, we will be introducing a school dog, Draco to our learning
environment. Research has shown that interaction with animals can have
numerous benefits for children's mental health and emotional well-being.
Draco is a golden retriever and will be a trained therapy dog for our school.
Draco is a family pet to Mrs Flain, who is his named owner and who takes
responsibility for him and his training. The policy regarding the school dog
and our smaller pets, along with consent forms will be sent to you during
Term 6 and we ask that you read and sign these carefully before your child
interacts with any of our animals.

As always, please do not hesitate to contact the school office if you have any questions or
require any further information. Your continued support and cooperation are greatly
appreciated as we work together to provide the best possible educational experience for
our pupils.

Have a wonderful half-term break and we look forward to seeing you on Monday 3" June.



Giraffe Class Term 5

Our topic on Super veggies started, with, ar dressing up day when we
all came dressed, as our favourite superhero. We leart all; about
‘Supertato’ and looked, ab, cub up and, tasted, o variety of different
vegetables. Following or from this we looked, at “Jack and, the
Beanstalk’ and, tried, sequencing and, acting out the ements from the
story. We also planted: runner beans that: we hanve taken home to- looks
after. Finally, we are reading ‘Hospital Dog’ by Juliaw Donaldsor and,

We hanve also looked: ab the artist Giuseppe: Arcimboldo who- painted,
faces using fruits, vegetables, and. plants. After drawing a desigr for
ifferent ot T was grects fun, . rokher messty, it wes weresrealy

Inv our creative time, we hanve also- beerv painting characters
fromy our storyhooks and making beanstalks out of natural
materials. Every week we have o visit from Mrs Pastor, our
Frenchs teacher, who is teaching us our numbers, colours, and
days of the week We canv everv saiy how we, are fecling
During our PE sessions, we are practising our races for sports
doy and. arer getting very good ab stayging v our- owsy lanes!

We are working hard, withy our witing and, trying to- remember
our finger spaces and, full stops. I, math, we hame looked, ab
recording number bonds to |0 iy different ways, simple
recording of subtraction sums and 2D shapes.

T our outsder areas wer haes enjoyed: buying @ varieby of food
from @ "shop’ v our role~play area and, pretending to- be either
the shopkeeper or a customer. Our shop has now turned, into- a
Doctors, Nurses, Policemery and, Fireman, and, whats anv




Meerkat, Class- Year

This term, Year I's topic was “To Infinity and Beyond’.
We have looked, at: the history of space exploration
and can use the terms past, present; and future. We
are able to- place key events on o timeline: We loved,
and, we made books inv our computing, lessons!

In , we have beery learing about mass and,
water] We hame also started, to learn about
multiplication, and, disision irv terms of grouping and,

sharing. Please practise: counting inv 2s, 5s and, [0s
Mﬂuu&and,hdpu&seeﬂ\epattem&wﬂ\&nmba\&

Inv Science;, we hane takery all our leaming, so- far ony
the 4 seasons and, used our knowledge to- compare
themu We hanve looked, ab the, |2 months of the year

plants throughoub the year and, eveny made o weather
chart. We really enjoyed, our Spring walk and, hare
talked, about; whaty we are looking forward, to- inv the
summer. What is
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Inv English, this tenm, we hame enjoyed,
reading ‘Toys i Space’ This is o story
about @ space creature who has lost his
teddy called Cuddles. We ther planned,
and, wrote our owsy story about a
different; space creature who had lost o
different toy. We need, to- practise
retelling stories we hare shared, ab home
and, identifyy the key exents. Happy

Mokingspawstoﬁon&WDT
We designed, and made our owrv space
stations and, moon buggies i DT. We,

Finally, don't forget to- practise your phonics. Reading

Re,spf,ot Re/spor\siblb Resilience Resource&ub

FoUowcnd,s}wwoun4volue&mdus&and;

around, school. The following, childrery have

values. It has been very difficults to- choosel

John-Paul Jessicae G Evie Jessie W
Rosite  Jake




R Torm 5 in Lion Class A

Tiobyy B} Eiolo, Chiadlie, Aiders, Timmys sand Srofle

We had on omaging day at the Tower of London.
We mwent to the White Tower and saw some ra- &
wvens. We also had a workshop all about the Great it
Fire of London. This taught us the story and :
made us oll feel extremely proud! e, |\

We have mwritten some great pieces of writing all to do In computing the children have
with pirates. We have written rules for pirates, a lefter tor been < aa/wgullabout
the council. We'se been lucky as the mweather has got Thmélaok |
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outside! We hamve also read 'The Pirates Next Door’ .and 1 CE e
i\

"The Pirates ;of Scurvy Sands’,
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During our position and direction unit this ferm in maths, me man- ‘
og,zdtagomi&dzwoﬂzmtwn&mmﬁuta{dlcwondgwedv s
rections using the language that had been . 2

taught. This was so fun to watch and see
them all have a go at this.

aﬁu&ngmumbwd.ockmbzumusual{or |
children, in the digital world that me now- mie'-Wthowraﬁpwk
hArem.szdlwnﬁnmﬂuslmnungmbc- ﬁ4 like o pirate, made some

term 6.
In DT this term me made sea creatures, the objective of this lesson

wos Yo try and make them move. We used split pins and erery

fiddly! So, a HUGE mell
done Lion class!

Next ferm our topic is all about The Great Fire of London! A few- reminders, me have Sports
Day on the I1th June (4:30-12). This term me mill also be doing UST ONE TERM ﬂ{_,_r'
our last set of assessments (SATs) ready for Year 3! ST ONE TERT



Elephant Class Term 5

Geography has been the focus for this term’s topic ‘A Window to

Europe’. We have used maps to locate the major rivers, mountain
ranges and the capital ¢ Jouring countries. Major
cities and landmarks have at and fact fil Fripce
and Germany weff ' ve
read and used
for our writing
Comaneci (aR
evidence to stut
Sittingbourne.

ad ‘The Noisy
sya Kandinsky, the
e enjoyed finding out

how to use slotting,
creat ge abstract 3D

. »

‘resilience 2 S

Our Science topic th
Plants. We have stud
were dispersed from tt
used our observational
drawings of root sys'
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“Week 4-Resourceful- Nancy
Week 5-Respect- Blake

pacing is important in long distance running.
We have even increased our long jump
distances.




Ouwur topic this term and next is Ancient Egyptians and mee have been
looking at the mway the people lived their lives and mhy the River Nile
scrolls wsing coffee and pastels in our art lessons. They have started to
practice cross stitch and appligue in DT.
In our maths lessons me continued mith fractions and have now- moved
In English me hare been using information obout Ancient Egyptians that
In science me have been looking at states of malter and in particular the
PE has bheen around athletics this term and the children have learned
Well done to Amelia, Sidney, Sophie ond Jaks for representing Zebra class
in the swimming gala and a huge mwell done to our rvalues winners so
far this term: Babatunde, Amelia, Mia, Kaya & Willow-
Harve a Lovely break and I look forward tor
‘ seeing you back in term 6.




Rhino Class

Ty term, 5, our topic has beery “Vanishing Elephants”. The children have, | A 22
loved Learning about elephants and, hows we cary protech them, We have, Sl 4 IHU(NTER
produuced interesting writing based around the book “The Hunter” by Paul, | ;‘

Geraghtyy. PN,
The children, hare been fully immensed, iny this termys topic, with, reading, A
wmhnqgmgmphg;hxstomgwhand;D+Tothnkm9wsomewagto

the Dioramas.

B The children had to make clay elephants -
using many new skills to-form, shape and joir
We, procticed: theses before they went on to
el crecte their clay elephants.

We wanted the children to- attempt installotion art,, which, is artwork display in o certairy
location, constructed; iry mimed: media, on fromy evenydayy objects: The brief was making a
piece that could, be, displayed, iy the, Tate Modern. The class produced amaging
Dioramas designed; and: created; by the children. They explored: the outside for resources
bo- create o realistics habitab for the creatures ands achiesed the: brief.

termu

Sofias Amber, Ben, Bella, G, Charlie and, Teddy.

We/look;aﬁm\\mnd;fowelcominggmbod@aﬁﬂ\
“ the break. Somehow,weox\elm’d\e/a&ncbterm
lrvg,eunS,bgFor\eﬂ\esumm&\hoUdagzand;
transitioning to- year 6.
Nent terms topic is “Ancient Greece”




This term, Ostrich class has started, a new topio titled, “Adventurers’. We have been exploring the
greab feats of a range of explorens thal broke new records: and accomplished some outstanding
achievements:

Ty Englishy our witing focus has beeny on o book called, ‘Manfishy, which is all abous the ife of
Jacques Cousteau the, underwater explorer. We, were introduced to- the, phenomenal, invention, of
the aqualing: which allowed Jacques to- explorer extensives greater depths of the seax Tying in
with our aduenturer tonic our reading has surrounded looking ab many different; kinds. of excplorers

Inv our discovery lessons we hane been looking at the, key, differences of an explorer

A massive well, done to adwenture. To-really get: to- understand, just hows deeps the, excplorers like: Jacques
our value certificate Cousteau, Jacques Piccard and Slywias Earle went we looked, b the different: layers
winners this term of the ocean and, explored what creatures may be found, ab each Leel and, how they

Izzy Alfies Jason, Leah T might survine, this really pub into- perspectisve the enormity of eachs aduventure. To

and Majo, show this we: created, o pieces of artwork depicting the: lewels and. creatures; charting
each explorer's depth that they reached:
During term, 5, the, children hawe been working hard, in maths on | | Tt was indeed, SATs this term and, the whole of

ratio; proportion, geomelry and statistics. We have also beeny
remising to- geb ready for SATS by looking ot areas thats we felt
we needed, some more practice on CONGRATULATIONS to- exeryone for showing
In PSHE we hawe, been focusing on humary rights and, prejudice, greab resil and ful this week
In PE, we hawve been practising anv array, of skills gefting ready super proud; of yourselves!
for- Sports Day inv term 6. Some of the class represented, our-
sdmooLoompLebngo;cros&oowWoompehtwmweJLdon@toolL |

Ostrich class team want, to- say o MASSIVE

when, completing your tests. You should, all. be

To complete SATs week, w-e»olLergoged;




