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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of Term 2, | would like to take a moment
: © . _* . toexpress my heartfelt gratitude for the kind gifts that you
.m / | ! * and your children have given to the staff, Draco, and myself.
. - '« = - Yourthoughtfulness is genuinely appreciated, and we are so
incredibly grateful to you all.

This term has been nothing short of busy, and we are incredibly proud of all the children for
their outstanding performances and nativities. These festive events truly make December a
special time in schools, and your support in attending these |
events, as well as providing costumes, has been invaluable.
Thank you for making it all possible and magical moments to
cherish.

On reflection of Term 2, we also had the pleasure of hosting a successful school reunion,
where former pupils of Grove Park returned to share their stories with our current pupils. It
was a wonderful occasion that allowed us to reconnect with many members of our school
community. To commemorate this milestone, each child received a special 50th pin badge
and we welcome them to celebrate their part in the school's history. A special thank you to
the staff who helped organlse this and to Mrs Beards for collating the history book, showing

‘ how Grove Park has developed over the
years.
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A huge thank you also goes to the HSA for organising a fantastic Christmas Fete this year.
This event is hugely popular and plays a significant role in benefiting our school. The time
and effort the volunteers put into arranging everything is immense, and we are incredibly
grateful for their commitment. If you would like to be part of this team, please contact the
main school office and we will help set you up as a member.

Throughout the term, we have also hosted several
important events, such as Road Safety Week and Anti- CHOOSE
bullying Week. Both themes are integral to our =
community, and we will continue to revisit the "Choose RESPECT»
n . . #ANTIBULLYINGWEEK
Respect" theme in the remaining terms to foster a
positive and supportive environment for all our pupils.
The children at Grove Park are fantastic at showing others kindness and respect and we use

events such as Anti-Bullying week to highlight true friendship within our school
communities.

As we approach the festive season, | wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and a
wonderful break. School will recommence on Tuesday, 7th January, when we look forward
to welcoming your children back to school.

Thank you once again for your continued support.
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We on the Grove Park OPAL Team wish you happy holidays and a fantastic New Year! As you may
have noticed, 2024 has brought a number of new additions to the playground as part of OPAL
(Outdoor Play and Learning), such as our new wooden play area, mud Kitchen, pallet houses and a
variety of other pieces of equipment which the children enjoy and use every break and lunch.

Merry Christmas!

We've been working as hard as possible to not only engage children on the playgrounds during
these times, but provide them with playtime opportunities that they have not had the chance to
experience before. However, this is just the beginning, and we are hoping to make significant
additions to our playgrounds and fields in 2025. First though, we need your help!

In order to carry out some of our plans, we are in need of materials and equipment, and any
donations would contribute greatly to these, and will help provide greater opportunities for your
children during playtime. With that in mind, we are kindly asking for any of the following if you
can provide them:

¢ Wellies One of our earliest targets is to have our children back on the fields and
playing in the mud Kitchen amongst other things, and we need wellies of all sizes
(children's sizes of course).

¢ Tires Den building is one of the most anticipated additions to our playtimes, and in order
to build dens, we need tires (which work perfectly when stacked). We're not picky
either, tires of all sizes are greatly appreciated!

* Pallets Like tires, pallets will be a major part of den building, and the more the merrier.
Ideally, we are looking for newer pallets in good condition, as they are safer for the
children to use and last longer-.

¢ Tarpaulins Tarpaulins are key to den building, as they can be used as roofing, walls or
flooring. All tarpaulins are great, no matter the size. And even better, if you have
camouflage netting that you are looking to get rid of , that would be amazing!

¢ Costumes For along time, we have had a stage on our main playground, but rarely has it
been used to its potential. We are really hoping to turn it into a theatre for children to
use, and for that we need costumes for the 'actors’ to wearl So if you have any fancy
dress that's perhaps too small for your children or you're getting rid of, we will gladly
accept them.

We appreciate all the support and any donations you are able to provide, as they go a long way in
ensuring the success of OPAL within Grove Park, and of course ensure that children are having
the best playtimes possible. If you are able and willing o donate any of the things above, there
will be designated areas for you to drop things off.

Wellies, tarps and costumes can be placed outside Snow Leopard and Reindeer class (there will
be signs that you will see as you walk onto the main playground, you won't miss them!). We kindly
ask that if you are donating pallets or tires, please place them next to the red clothes bin by
the car park.

Thank you very muchl

Mr Day, Mrs Mannering & Mrs Fosbraey
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We hawve been focusing on Festinals this
termu We hane enjoyed looking ab
Halloweery Diwalis Lo, Tomating, and, of
course, Christmas!

Dun‘ngRWV we have been
learning about; Dimali, and,
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We had to practise lines, songs and where to go on
the stage to- perform, our very first, Natimity! The
grown ups are super proud: of us, i definitely gob us
all iy the, Christmas moodl We hope you all, have o
fantastic: Christmas and, New Year!
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Puffin Class
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Eli/gabzﬂ\ II.quszdpostdstccolourQum Eli/éqbei'h'/s portrait.

4 1 l The children, haxe become very
i i Yt 2 ‘;‘,‘1‘ knowledgeable about; London and, its famous
= i landmarks. They thoroughly enjoyed the
= story of Katie iny London. They hawe drawn,

In science, we have heen leaming about
materials. We have sorted materials according to
classroom made from different materials.. We
carried out inwestigations to see which materials | |

ImmﬂwmhmebwvlszaboutZDwxd,3Ds}wpre Well, donerfor d

hanve described, their properties and made repeating pattems. c 'FO(\Q'J :
of Bornv inv @ Bor” We,

would, like to wishs
everyone o very happy
Christmas.

B
|

Congiebilitne to o sohioewelube cetfech |
*_> winners this ferms Archie-Rety, Leahelle D, Alols, <
* ‘ Amelia, Heba and Dalilah. ‘
%
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Term 2 in Snowy Omds

This term has been all things Great Fire of London and Christmas!
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Ouwr Value C this fterm meere:

Harper, J.oke, Kady, Emily, Shaye and Lsla.

Well done, me are 5o proud of you for demonstrating our school values, keep it up!
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We had the most dojos. in meek 4Rl
5 s0 me melcomed Derek in our _ , st
Well done Snowy Omis!

Inourmtmgﬂuﬁmmhowbmnwo&mgtoword&mﬁnga
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The homework this term has
all of your hard mork of home!

The children enjoyed sharing
what they had made and spoke
confidently about what they had

been wp to!

T}wc}uldrm}wmehwwusu\gmtuwlowsﬂuvug}wut

the term, practising the skill of blending the colours
together. They then added silhousttes of Tudor Houses |

In DT this ferm, me have been sewing our own Christmas
decorations. The children mere then able to decorate them. We hope
ﬂmglookgrmtmwh%athmmleubsohwe

.apmdwpotandﬂwnu,sedﬂ'wsz
skills and tools to create a
Tudor House.

[

CHRISTMAS!
The children did a fantastic job in
their nativity! We alsc mere able to
in the hall to get us in the festive
/spinthp,ANi,shidoualluw'ondﬂle
Christmoas!

It has been ancther amaging term, well done to all of the children. We hope you have a Lovely ﬁiﬁlw
)

Christmas and half term resting. We look forward to mwelcoming you back in the new- year. L )
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Narwhal Class

This term our discovery topic was “A window to- Europe”

This termv the children have been looking at: countries: ins Europe, mountainy ranges and, rivers iy
Europe as well as looking abs Zeraffa's journey throughy France where we hane wirittery diary,
entries and, letters looking at: our wiiting, skills.

We hare continued, our gymnastics topic this term looking at rotations where the children, hare,
forward, rolls, backward, rolls and, cartwheels. We hane been proud; of them showing resilience in

We also enjoyed, our catch-up forest; schools session where we talked, abouts our enwironment; and,
how- we carv keep it clearu Wecouldm'tbdimhowmuphwbbishweooﬂzded}mmouna&dd&
ab schooll

Eﬂ LL\% The end of the termv has seen us

Y ’ practising our singing skills readsy for our
Christmas concert to- yow alli The

" children have loved, “Last Christmas”

! : * adding i the dance moves as wells The
MWQCWEW@WWMW@%CWW

CMIWLWIMEmez
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: | Rainforests
Termv 2 has been filled, with festivities and, furw This term our Discovery
topic has been ‘Mayans and, the, Rainforest. b/ K

.

.

/Ow\wﬂhng,teijf}ustemvwas‘loo Facts: Rainforests’ by Miles Kelly and, "Where the forest meets the sea’ by
Jeannie Baker: We pub orv our best David, Attenboroughy impressions and, created, voiceomers for animal, clips;
making sure; we used enciting vocabulary: We have also- writtery scenes descriptions: of where the, forest meets
the sea. Our reading, texd; was The Great; Kapok Tree/. We really enjoyed, creating persuasive arguments against

e

This term irv sciences our focus has
been on ‘Animals including Humans'.
We hame enjoyed, learning abouts the

/VVlﬂ'u:\;our\Dlswwg:lzssons‘ weahcwe\
learnt, abouty howr the: Mayan/s seftled,
into- the rainforest. We/ve, compared, how
the Mayan's lived, to- how- we lise now.
We discovered, some artifacts thaly were,
found, iy Mayan temples around, Central,
America and decided to- make our ownl
We made rattles, bowls, and, jewellery.
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Inv Computing this term, Year 4 hame beerv using o programmable circuit
board, called, & Microbits They hare been learning how to- code instructions
for them using Purple: Mashs They hame made o, digital name badge, o step
counter and o rock, paper; scissors gamel If youd, like to learn more, abouts

Microbits, wisit; microbitiong
\ / We made our own decorations
We really enjoyed, showing all, Christmas treel
: our home leaming projects for - » & 13y
outopiothis terms We e
created, exciting quigges to e Rt
, [ Jan c =
i > 9% o T Tkl jrhily e bk
the Mayan's and we have T T e R
' . - T el Yo s Bl chis
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t}. em monre |l | INTLY .
o ¥og s3hy, Wog st LT PP TR AL 9 Yours Sadhgdl
*“ RS R ST R ST QRN R OT RS fair trade products. el
A huge congratulations to- our class value — |
winners for termy 2: Emily, Lilly-Mae, Brianna,
for MEGRL G Nesct-term, our topic wills be ‘Dickensian, Times. *
Hudson, Shahir, Adliyah & Amari
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Our topic this term, has been, Anclent; Greece: The children hane thoroughly enjoyed: learing about hows the: ancients Greeks lived,

Inv our English, writing topic, we hanve read,

The Odyssey whichs tells of the: adumenture, of the
Greek hero Odysseus. The childrens wrote many detailed
as they encountered, many obstacles on their way home to
Tthaca: We hawe enjoyed: writing about, the: menv's experiences
with, Cyclops’ Island, including o fantastic: description of the
Cyclops’ cave and, their encounter withy Polyphemus. We also
wrote, abouty Odysseus’ encounter withs Circes the witch, and,

Inv our English reading, we read Leo-and, The
Gorgon's Curse; by Joe Todd-Stantors We read, -
abou the manyy diffevent; mythical, creatures encountered, — &
by Leo, and, how he defeatured them whilst also adhering to the
strich family, motto- of not hurting @ muythical, creature.

Irv maths, we hame thought; aboub multiples of numbers, common
We hawe also learnt abouts equivalent, mixced, and, improper

enjoyed: their largest; plece of writing yet - Odysseus and the ||
song of the Sirens. We are so- proud, of the children's progress
inv their weiting. They are truly amazging! €

Term 2 Forest School

We had, o fantastic time ab forest: school, this term: We cant

waib for Termy S when we geb to- go- for another terml

Science - This term we hawe been irwestigating the |
properties of materials. The childrery haue conducted maruy
experiments such as which material, is the best insulator

Inu RE, we hare explored, the big questions “What makes
some texts sacred?” For this question; we explored,
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Christmas Concert. We had fun coming up
with actions for our class song: Merry Xmas

Enerybody by Slade.
P it "\‘-\L X
.......................................................................... ,./ R

: i this term: William, Keira T, i

: "\ Lilie, Henry, Batty, Callum |
i Next term, me mill be learning about \ and Saral /

: ..' ; \ ,,
: Charles Dickens! : \ /
We mish you all a Merry Christmas! "y % 7
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Winter Mini Reading Challenge

Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple. Children read at least three
books of their choice between 1 December and 20 February 2025 and add them
to their online profile at wintermini.org.uk. Reaching their reading goal will

unlock rewards including a new online badge and a Winter Mini Challenge
certificate to print off and keep when they have finished.

Kent libraries will be featuring a run of social media posts throughout the
challenge to maintain awareness and interest and will have a linked webpage to
their catalogue as a useful tool where everyone can find information about the
Winter Mini Challenge and other related information.

The wonderful thing is that the Winter Mini Challenge is absolutely free, and
children can either read their own books or pop onto their closest library and
choose from a huge selection of books, all free of charge.

Please feel free to share this information and promote wherever you can. Let’s
keep children reading and make this year’s Winter Mini Challenge a fantastic
success.
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