Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to this term’s edition of our school newsletter! We are excited to share the wonderful
things happening at Grove Park and keep you informed about upcoming events, important
announcements, and highlights from all our classes. Your partnership in your child's education is
invaluable, and we look forward to continuing our journey together in making this school year a
success.
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Reflection of Term 3

We have been working hard with our children and families to understand the importance of
attendance and punctuality. Throughout our assemblies we have been learning about why coming to
school is important, how it can help us for the future and what happens when we are not in. The
children at Grove Park have also shared their views, stating that they find it hard arriving late as they
don't like arriving in front of others who are settled and feel they have missed their learning so need
support. To help us maintain a good level of attendance we have rolled out several fun events that
celebrate improving attendance. We understand that iliness can cause absence, and we have shared
with the children that we do not expect them to be in if they are unwell. This is why we will celebrate
classes improved attendance and not overall percentages for individuals. We have also shared with
the children that as communities we are celebrating attendance, and this is linked to the flag flying
each week outside the school. This competition involves Iwade and Bobbing communities, so you
may see a flag representing Forest, Sky, Ocean or Castle which highlights the best overall attendance
within the Trust. Please do support our children in these exciting opportunities and ask them about
snakes and ladders and attendance games we are hosting.

This term we have also had visits from the Dogs Trust Charity who have spoken to all children about
building a calm relationship with dogs in school and within the wider community. Phil, taught us how
to approach calmly, read dog “body language” and what to do if we feel unsafe. The children have
been brilliant listening to the tips given and we have tried a few out with Draco. Well done children
and thank you for helping with his training this term.

Are your children dog smart?

) @ o
S - DOgSTrust Use these top tips from Dogs Trust to teach
your children how to be safe around dogs.

1 Never legve your Child 2 Don"§ approach 3 Only stroke a dog 4 Gef e do; s fo SmiCC 5 S{range d°og
alone wifh a deg. a dog wifhout an Lhen fhe Swuner YoUr hand < appPrYoaching?
Stumer arcvnd. “Yes. then s'frcke gu-fly Stand still, losk avay,

cross your arms.

Share with #bedogsmart

For more information to help your child learn
to ‘Be Dog Smart’, visit www.bedogsmart.org.uk




In regard to fun curriculum activities, as a whole school Mrs Thakur planned a wonderful week
celebrating World Religion Day. Here is some information that we would like to share about the

special event:

Worl.d.Religi.on,Dmég started. in, 1950 bgthe,Bahaufad}\‘ iscdehutedwerwjmmry. The theme.
To mark the event; we,were,hl.dtu;ermg}»to
d\ddren,florn.Ye.an 2-Year 6 and. shared, their
worldviews with, us as well as showing us a

Professor Richard, Norman, Imam, Safeer Khan,, and Mrs. Thakur
abouts their worlduiemws: They also all talked abouls o Goldery Rule
- Treating cthers as yow wish to be treated, - that is common to- all
their worlduiewms. We are also very grateful, to the parents who-
came to talk to pupils inv Year R, | and 2 - thank youl

worlduviews C"\.rtsb.an% Hindw Dharmas Sikhiy Buddhismy Judaismy Humanismy and: Tslama

We would also like to share that this term, some Key Stage 2 children have been diving into the
exciting world of coding at the after-school Jam Coding club!

In the game-building workshop, the children have unleashed their creativity,
learning to code and build their very own computer games. They’ve designed
¥ unique characters, crafted vibrant backgrounds, and added fun collectibles. The
| challenge of mastering new skills has been met with enthusiasm, resulting in
some truly brilliant games! Over the past several weeks, their behaviour has
been nothing short of amazing. They’ve shown great respect to the Jam Coding
instructors and have worked together wonderfully.

Next term, we’re thrilled to announce that we’ll be running a
workshop for our Key Stage 1 students. We can’t wait to see
their creativity and coding skills come to life.




Finally, you may have noticed some lovely Woodland Trust
certificates at the main office. We have achieved these as a
school through our efforts to reduce CO2 emissions. This has
been done through recycling campaigns, children becoming
I tree champions, understanding woodlands and how trees
support us to grow. We would like to thank Mrs Frosbraey and
* Mrs Day for their hard work in this area and look forward to
sharing with you when we reach Platinum.

We wish you all a lovely half term break and look forward to welcoming you back to Term 4 on
Monday 24" February.




Reading Record E xpectations
l:| reading to- be recorded, inv the child's reading record, by boths staff aby school
and parents/guardians ab home.
Pupils are excpected, to read; o minimum of 3 % a home with, arv adulk
This should be recorded; inv their reading records as a form of emidence for the,
class teacher.
gwery v dojo- for this. Teachers wills monitor this daily and track ands acknowledge
reading at home throughs o running tally and, will mean higher chance of winning
the termly class prige.
Record: Date, Name of books and, Comment orv child's reading

E xpectations:
The child is reading to- you, yow are nob reading to them. Although there: may, be,
words or phrases that yow need, to- model.
Use your phonics to- decode this word.
TN&@@MW@WWWM@
What word, does this word, looks similar to?
Read; around the, wonrd.

childrerv should be, able to- retells their teadts coherently and, confidently to- o parent/carer
o Who is/are the key characters?

Wheo- said, ?

e Where is the story taking place?

e When did happen?

o What happenedto 7

e Why, did, do ?

What, does this tell yow abouts him/her?

o What do yow predict happens nenct? #




How do yow knoww?

o Carv yow summanise what yow hare just read?

* Whab s another word, for ?

o Carv yow order the events irv chronologicals order?

concentration.
WW@M@WM&WW@W@(WWWWNM
Reception, Years |, 2 ands 3 this s crucial) or beginning to- read mores
independently.

Reading for just 20 minutes a day s 1.8 milliony words o year!

How we promote reading

- Al pupils hamve o reading records so- that: they can record, their reading abh home
and, receimve encouragement inv school,
Al pupils are encouraged to- read: ab home o minimurm of 3 times a week.
Use of Accelerated Reader to- engage children to read and to- improve acquisition
We have special ements throughs the school year with, a focus on reading, such, as
Wonld, Book Day,
Al classes hare a, class book they share dailiy.
A&dasewhmdedxwted/book/wmm}ond'wo&ng,book&and;mdmg
A&dasmhmweekbgreadxng}onplwmm
AW children hare the opportunity, to- contribute to the class reading scrapbook to-
Children read, with, arv adulb ab school, weekly,.
Childreny hare access to- as Library




This term, we have had an incredible time learning all about space! From exploring the planets
to understanding gravity, Giraffe class have been busy astronauts, discovering new and

Wwe took 2 trip back in time in History to

learn about the moon landing! we

discovered why astronauts move so slowly

B in space (no gravity!) and even tried moving

in dif ferent ways during our essons. we

had lots of fun pretending to be in space!
N .
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vsed J‘unk modelling to bring our rockets to

life, focusing on dif ferent joining
techniques like flanges, L braces, tabs and
slots. The results were fantastic!

=

our little scientists explored hot and cold g

planets. and we even conducted an exciting ™

experiment to see what materials melt ice

the fastest. The ice planets were so much §
.z funtoobserve and test!
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we have spent lots of time learning about teamwork, perseverance, and

, resilience. we worked together to build towers, practised grounding
fechniques, and learned that trying again and again helps us to achieve hard
things. It was wonderful to see everybody encouraging each other!

1 | A N W\ 4 bl A SN

-
o

. U

.Nexf term, we are excited to start our new topic all about dif ferent creatures! we can't wait to
[ | explore and learn about 2 variety of amazing animals, minibeasts and even dinosaurs!
l Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to another term of exciting

» learning! .
A RSAC TN A RS CTL A Xk~




This term, our topic was ‘Africa), where we hame been comparing Tangania to the, United, Kingdom,
We hame leamed facts about the continent: of Africa (did yow know there: ares 54 countries i Africa?) and
we have looked, carefully ab some of animals and people: who- live there: We haue enjoyed making Africary

necklaces and Ndebele, houses: We, thoroughly, enjoyed our trip to- Wingham too!

In English this term, we read, “The Lior Inside. We have been witing
sentences using ‘and: as well: as looking that: the suffico -er and, -est. We.
some: rddles aboul; animals.

Carv you guess what, animal this is?

I hare a trunk and

L am greyy
I have tusks:

What: am 7

Ty Science; wes have been looking b
different, animals and, classifying
themy info-groups. Were they In, Computings we hawe been, leaming how to code, We understood what:
mammals, fishy amphibians; repliles. | |t means and. have beens able to- add. differents blocks of: code to
or birds How cid we know? We ke, fish mowe, et to- right, make bubbles pop as well, as making o lion
aleo looked) ob whether-the animalsy 1 || heny b s clicked. Mn Maithews hos beer inpressed. vith the class's
WENes CAMUMONES, OMIUMONES O attitude to their Lessons.

W when clicked ° = myAnimal1
:

——
myAnimall il Speak 'ror for 3 second
—- Trout 4l left

Reap.ex;t Reaponﬁihl.e, Reslience ResourchJL
Well, done, to- all, the, dlass for trying, hard, to- follows and, show- our- & values in class and around schools The,
Olimios Lacie~J ane Sharae J oshuas Dolbgz




Liorv Class- Year 2

This term we hare celebrated, the following membens of Lior Class for showing how responsible,

and, our Value Champior this term was Grace (all, 4 values).

This term, Year 2's topic was Tee’. We can answer “The
BIG questiory- What is it like: irv the: Northy and, Southy
Pole’? We created greerv screery videos to- answer the

In we harve been leaming to
means ‘groups of . We have also-
looked ot money and carv recognise
coins and notes, add, and, subtract
and: make amounts.

In English this term, we hare beery
looking ab the, hook, "Jonty, Gentoo’. He s
o penguiry who- accidently arvives ab the
North, Pole! We made amazing leaflets
about, animals that live: there: and, wiotes

Irv Science; we hame been leaming aboul habitats and, microhabitats: Our
wisit; to- forest; school was @ bigs hity and, we found, mary microhabitats to
excplore; emen iff we did get @ bit muddy! We hawve learmed abouts food,
chains and recalled, what: o caminores; omnivores and, herbinvores eals

part by part

In At and DT we hane learned, semerals skills this tenm. We hame used

pastels to create pictures of the northerr lights, whichs were: amaging! We,
have also leamed, to- sketch s polar bear, following instructions to- draw it




E lephant Class

I termy 3, our topic has beery “Stone Ag/e/-Ir\on, Ag,e".

Theghwewr(ﬂ)awaboutSkamBmWa/n@Nspap@mpor‘h created their owny pre-

Th@duldrexvhmlovedmeodmgTh@sfolemspwand/wndﬂmw
reading activities linked, to- this book
was fossils and rocks. We looked ati different, rock types;

The class also got to- spend another termy iy Forest school During, this time they,

gatherer games.

Damian, Tede?y, J‘uwmcyand;Ar\wm

-3 e - -
e F @ 4 e

Wehwwwm@wmgbmmmww@wmmmwm
WWMWNMHMMWMW@&WZém March.
Nw:tte;mtopiot&“D@epD@epDownf’AMWWWW%U@W%MW@




Here me are at the end of term 3 already. It's hard to belierve mee are already
This term me hare looked at the Dickensian Times. Owur discovery topic hos
included George Stephenson, The Father of the Railways and Isambard Kingdom
Brunel.

In our writing we have looked at Charles Dickens and his meeting mwith Queen
topics and also in their Times table quigzes and TT Rockstars.
Insdmunurtopicwa&soundnndmlookzdatﬂwtdpphmwmdhowmund
trorels. Inartwehomeloolwdathntnndd'wdzundthzbﬂ:edithasm
pamhngaﬂndmmmDle&sonsmhawmdzbﬁdgm.
PEMWQWO}M%MWWWMW
in our indoor lessons. The children harve shown great maturity in both
topics.

Finally I mwould like to say congratulations to our values minners

Horve a fantastic break and I look forward to seeing the children
back for Term 4.




Our topio this term has been Anglo-Sasons and, Vikings: The childreny have enjoyed: learning obout how the;
Anglo-Samons and Vikings areissed: in Britain the impach o their arivial and, the reasons they decided to-remain,
They have learr about how: these, communities lived, how they govered. and. the consequences of breaking their
Laws! Theyy also- made Anglo-Saony brooches during their art and DT lesson,

characters andin-depth character and place

IWWWM&WWWWOM
Inv our English wifing topic, we have been Learning and the Frost Giants. Tn this book they have leamt
cboubthe Vikings and Anglo- Sazzons. The children, about the, Vikings and, Norse, Mythology. The story is
hawe beery reading the famous Viking saga Beowddf As |1 ot o, oung, boy called, Odds whose fother was
part of this learming, the childrerhove witter illed orv o Viking raid: During o trip to the forest he
playscripts, diany eniries; conwersations bebweery meets creatures who turmy oul o be Lokiy Odiny and

descriptions. They hane also- written a fantastic
newspmpenarﬁdzmt}dewlg/aﬁiachomLmdisJ:wnﬂw
793AD.

Sclence - This term we hawe beer irwestigating forces. The children
granity and conducted experiments on friction and, hows i impacts on

In RE, we emplored the bigs question, “Why do people have to- stand,
up for- what they beliene in?” For this question, we explored the
meaning of prejudice and, discrimination The childrers have

PE - Inv our outside PE lessons, the childrens have been learning the
many different; rules of touchs rugby, During our inside PE lessons, we

Bl Moths - In maths, the children have

confinued their learning on fractions and,
fraction problems. In addition to- this; they
hawes also- learnt; mulfiplication in column
formu Thewy hane all, demonstrated fantastic
works

The children, have also continued, with, their
mastering number, and, we hawe been
concepts and connections seen betweer
numbers.




As we reach the end of another busy and exciting term, we would like to share some of the fantastic
learning that has taken place in Year 6. Our main topic this term has been Charles Dickens, which has
Our discovery lessons have focused on life in the Victorian era. We examined the harsh realities of
tween the rich and poor. We also explored crime and punishment during this. time, comparing it to

InwwﬂmglzssmwmhawbmmdmgOthmstwhdxha&mspuedu&fommm
descriptive narratives and character studies. In reading lessons, we explored Great Expectations, de-
to life in Victorian times.

In maths, we hare tackled some challenging con-  In science this term, we started a brand-new- top-

cepts, induding dividing fractions by integers, ic on Evolution and Adaptation, with a focus on

corwenrting metric measurements, and understand- = Charles Darwin. The children explored how- ani-

ing ratio. The children have worked hard to apply = mals and plants have adapted to their enwiron-

these skills to problem-solving tasks. and real-  ments over time, linking their learing to Darwin’s
wonld scenarios.

Next term, Year 6 will be asking the question,
"Canwescweﬂw’ﬁgu?"
Darcy.
Also, well done to Toby for being




Term 4 Events

Monday 24 February

Term 4 starts

Wednesday 26" February

Year 5 VR Experience at lwade

Monday 3™ March

Year 6 (Reindeer class) trip to the Big Cat Sanctuary

Tuesday 4™ March

Kent Fire and Rescue visit - safety workshops for all classes

Wednesday 5™ March

Welly Wednesday - fun day of activities to raise money for OPAL

Thursday 6" March

World Book Day

Friday 7" March

Start of Science Week

Friday 14™ March

HSA Quiz Evening

Thursday 20™ March

Year 6 Bikeability Group 1

Friday 21st March

World Down Syndrome Day - wear odd socks

Year 6 Bikeability Group 1

Tuesday 25" March

EYFS Creepy Claws workshop

Wednesday 26™ March

Year 3 (Elephants class) trip to the Natural History Museum

Year 6 (Ostrich class) trip to the Big Cat Sanctuary

Thursday 27" March

Year 3 (Narwhal class) trip to the Natural History Museum

Year 6 Bikeability Group 2

Friday 28™ March

Year 6 Bikeability Group 2

iRock Concert (iRock parents only)

Monday 31st March

Year 6 Bikeability Group 3

Tuesday 1% April

Year 6 Bikeability Group 3
Year 4 VR Experience at lwade

Parents Evening

Wednesday 2" April

Power Down Day

Thursday 3™ April

Parents Evening

Friday 4™ April

Last day of Term 4

Tuesday 22" April

Start of Term 5




