Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to this term’s edition of our school newsletter! We are excited to share the wonderful
things happening at Grove Park and keep you informed about upcoming events, important
announcements, and highlights from all our classes. Your partnership in your child's education is
invaluable, and we look forward to continuing our journey together in making this school year a
success.
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Reflection of Term 3

We have been working hard with our children and families to understand the importance of
attendance and punctuality. Throughout our assemblies we have been learning about why coming to
school is important, how it can help us for the future and what happens when we are not in. The
children at Grove Park have also shared their views, stating that they find it hard arriving late as they
don't like arriving in front of others who are settled and feel they have missed their learning so need
support. To help us maintain a good level of attendance we have rolled out several fun events that
celebrate improving attendance. We understand that iliness can cause absence, and we have shared
with the children that we do not expect them to be in if they are unwell. This is why we will celebrate
classes improved attendance and not overall percentages for individuals. We have also shared with
the children that as communities we are celebrating attendance, and this is linked to the flag flying
each week outside the school. This competition involves Iwade and Bobbing communities, so you
may see a flag representing Forest, Sky, Ocean or Castle which highlights the best overall attendance
within the Trust. Please do support our children in these exciting opportunities and ask them about
snakes and ladders and attendance games we are hosting.

This term we have also had visits from the Dogs Trust Charity who have spoken to all children about
building a calm relationship with dogs in school and within the wider community. Phil, taught us how
to approach calmly, read dog “body language” and what to do if we feel unsafe. The children have
been brilliant listening to the tips given and we have tried a few out with Draco. Well done children
and thank you for helping with his training this term.

Pe Are your children dog smart?
- DOgSTrust Use these top tips from Dogs Trust to teach

your children how to be safe around dogs.

1 Never legve your Child 2 Don"f approaci 3 Only stroke a dog 4 Gef e dog fo smilc 5 S{range dog
alone wifh a deg. & dog wifhovtf an Len $he ctuner YoUr hand Cirst, appProaching?
Swumer arevnd. fhen sfroke genfly. Stand still, 1ok away,
Cross your arms.
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Share with #bedogsmart

For more information to help your child learn
to ‘Be Dog Smart’, visit www.bedogsmart.org.uk




In regard to fun curriculum activities, as a whole school Mrs Thakur planned a wonderful week
celebrating World Religion Day. Here is some information that we would like to share about the

special event:

To mark the evenk we,wele,luckyenoug}\,to

Professor Richard, Norman, Imam, Sofeer M and Mrs:. Thakur
ganve a short assembly to talk about whats is important to- them
abouts their worlduiemws: They also all talked abouls o Goldery Rule
- Treating cthers as youw wish to be treated, - that is common to all
their worlduviews. We are also very grateful to- the parents who-
came to talk to pupils v Year R, | and, 2 - thank youl

worlduiews C"Lrtstlﬂl“.i.t.lak Hinduw Dharma, Sikhiy Buddhismy Judaismy, Humanismy ands Tslam

We would also like to share that this term, some Key Stage 2 children have been diving into the
exciting world of coding at the after-school Jam Coding club!

In the game-building workshop, the children have unleashed their creativity,
learning to code and build their very own computer games. They’ve designed
¥ unique characters, crafted vibrant backgrounds, and added fun collectibles. The
| challenge of mastering new skills has been met with enthusiasm, resulting in
some truly brilliant games! Over the past several weeks, their behaviour has
been nothing short of amazing. They’ve shown great respect to the Jam Coding
instructors and have worked together wonderfully.

Next term, we're thrilled to announce that we’ll be running a
workshop for our Key Stage 1 students. We can’t wait to see
their creativity and coding skills come to life.




Finally, you may have noticed some lovely Woodland Trust
certificates at the main office. We have achieved these as a
school through our efforts to reduce CO2 emissions. This has
been done through recycling campaigns, children becoming
I tree champions, understanding woodlands and how trees
support us to grow. We would like to thank Mrs Frosbraey and
* Mrs Day for their hard work in this area and look forward to
sharing with you when we reach Platinum.

We wish you all a lovely half term break and look forward to welcoming you back to Term 4 on
Monday 24" February.




Term 3 in Polar Bear Class

We hare been focusing on our topic of
Spacel We hame beer reading some greal
stories - Whaterer Next, Aliens love

Unda\pani&and;YowChoosewSpuo&

In DT, we designed, our own,
modelling to- make them! We

We hanve beerv busy using our phonics
and, write words. We hane beerv

Duﬂng,RW\/ we hare beerv
We celebrated, World,
RdigimDag/and/eremhad;@




Puuffin Class

This term me have been learning about Africa. We have read the book The
LLonImsidz'bJéRadeBrig}&undJmFde.Itiﬁalovebgﬁtorgabcuta

In science, we have continued to learn about animals and
which categories they belong to. We can identify
mammals, birds, fish, amphibians and reptiles. We have
camivores, herbivores or omnivores. We had a great time

In our discovery work, we have beery
compared; Tangania, with
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Ouwur Value Cmm this term mvere:
Oscar F, Willow-, Freddie, Trey, Ameerah, Faisal
Wdldomwemmprmxdofw{mdunmwﬁnbngwsdw&@mk&pdup' ‘\\a‘

Wz&fax*zdﬂw%nlookmgatmoﬂoémmaﬂ\a We Arwthzrwnumtum{or
for bringing them in, the children
dwildmwhchuwb,w\domgTTrocbstwsuthm! whatﬂnghmvembusg

making!

In our writing this term, mwe have made leaflets all about the
Axdxﬁamnﬂlﬁmwsdwdmmuth}w}wwbwnmu%

This term our indoor PE lessons
imals! Jack and Freddie did such a
,gx*eaté'obﬂwgnwvedupioGOLD!

This term me also had a Dog's Trust wvisitor come in to teach
Now me have Draco in

to him.

Ower half may! Next term, me mill be looking at the Victorians. We mill be looking at the schools, clothes
and the food they ate. Have a lovely mell deserved half term!




Narwhal Class

Thwteﬂwow\dlscove:ytopvowa&sm Age/tolm Ag@"
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This term we hare been historians! We hare been looking back ab how people
lived during the Stone Age to- the Iron Age eras. To start off our learning we
pichires - ushUbe the Stone Ages cowe partinge

We looked, at; howw lines of the people changed, during these periods of times. We spents some

time learning about: Skara Brae and, what the, remaing of the seftlement; told, us abouts life irv

Neolithic times - we thery wrote o nexwspaper report, about the: discovery of suchs an important
artefack

In Englishy we wirote o set of instructions on hows to- make Stone, Ages stew~. We had, to- be
gatherers to- collect the fruits froms our erwironment, inv onder to- make our stew. We therv

used, time conjunctions and imperative verbs to- create a greals set of instructions.
During our science lessons we became geologists! We have studied the
different types of rocks and, their properties. V\/eendog,ed’ffeshng,

We really, enjoyed, our Forest; School, sessions this term, eremtJ;waa&very/cold,oubther\eJ
Wewﬁ\ed;oub@w}wbemng,eo{?dx&@enbachmhe&mdudmgstom@Age '




YEAR 4 - ARCTIC FOX

This term, our discovery topic has been ‘Dickensian Times’, where we’ve learned
about Charles Dickens, George Stephenson, and Isambard Kingdom Brunel. We've
explored their work and how they shaped the Victorian eral!

In science, we have been exploring ‘sound’ and
how it travels through different materials. We
conducted experiments to test which materials
are best for soundproofing, helping us
understand how sound can be absorbed or
blocked. We also made cup phones and
explored how sound can travel along a string.

In our reading and writing lessons, we have
enjoyed A Boy Called Dickens and learned more
about Charles Dickens’ life. We wrote diary entries
imagining what he might have said to the Queen
when they met and created newspaper reports
about George Stephenson’s famous locomotive.

In Computing, we have been coding
our own games and writing algorithms.
Scan the QR code to see our games!
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A huge congratulations to our class value winners for term 3:
David, Francesca, Hudson, Sammy, Harley & Lily

Next term, our topic will be “The Natural
World'.




Our topic this term has beens Anglo-Samons and, Vikings: The children have enjoyed learing about how the: Anglo-
SWMVWMWBWWW%CMMM%@WMW@W They harve
made Anglo-Sanon brooches during their art and, DT lessoru : ‘

The childrery hare been reading the famous Viking
saga Beowulf. As part of this leaming, the children
place descriptions. They have dlso written o
fantastic newspaper article on the Viking attacks on
Lindisfarne iy 743AD.

Maths - Irv maths, the childrens hame continued, their
misced fractions. In addition to- this, they hare also
learnty multiplication irv column formu They, hare all
The childrens hame also continued with, their
connections seerv bebween, numbers.

In our reading lessons, the children are reading Odd, and, the Frost
Giants. In this book, they hanve leamty about the Vikings and, Norse
Mythology. The story is about: as young boy called: Odd, whose father
was killed, orv @ Viking raid: During a trips to- the forest, he meets
creatures who turny oub to- bes Loki, Odirv and, Thor

P.E—In/PEwehmbw\;lsw\ningﬂwmw
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Science - This term we hare been innvestigating forces. The

In RE, we explored the big question, “Why, do- people hare to-

stand, up for what they believe in?” For this question, we
ooﬁdxwvnmahoruwmd/howpeoplehawshowmd&»ohom

our moiements.

Resourceful
Congratulations. to Sophie, Michaela,
Enva-Lili, Agalea, Daisy and Ollie
term.

Year 5 had the amazing opportunitiy to- work with, Dony Rae
and produce a pantomime in one day. Everyone had o part to-
play, and the childrery had, o fantastic day!




Inmaﬂxﬁﬂustuﬂ\,wem»eob/solutd%
smashed it in our fractions, measurement
and ratio topics!

éthm»ebzmmdmgOhme;stnndf
Gx\eatE/xpﬂ,d:ahomsic/suppm\t,our :

: InPE,mmmWerwhmmwmmm
: ploy ‘Quidditch’ from Harry Potter!

We used mwatercolour paints ond our learning of children at

On Wonld Religion Day, some boys from Borden
Grammar School amisited ws to discuss their

this term: Flo, Aaliyah,
Isobel, Summer, Lacey
and Keira M!




Term 4 Events

Monday 24" February

Term 4 starts

Wednesday 26" February

Year 5 VR Experience at lwade

Monday 3 March

Year 6 (Reindeer class) trip to the Big Cat Sanctuary

Tuesday 4" March

Kent Fire and Rescue visit - safety workshops for all classes

Wednesday 5 March

Welly Wednesday - fun day of activities to raise money for OPAL

Thursday 6 March

World Book Day

Friday 7*" March

Start of Science Week

Friday 14" March

HSA Quiz Evening

Thursday 20" March

Year 6 Bikeability Group 1

Friday 21st March

World Down Syndrome Day - wear odd socks

Year 6 Bikeability Group 1

Tuesday 25™ March

EYFS Creepy Claws workshop

Wednesday 26™ March

Year 3 (Elephants class) trip to the Natural History Museum

Year 6 (Ostrich class) trip to the Big Cat Sanctuary

Thursday 27" March

Year 3 (Narwhal class) trip to the Natural History Museum

Year 6 Bikeability Group 2

Friday 28" March

Year 6 Bikeability Group 2

iRock Concert (iRock parents only)

Monday 31st March

Year 6 Bikeability Group 3

Tuesday 1% April

Year 6 Bikeability Group 3
Year 4 VR Experience at lwade

Parents Evening

Wednesday 2" April

Power Down Day

Thursday 3™ April

Parents Evening

Friday 4t April

Last day of Term 4

Tuesday 22" April

Start of Term 5




