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Grove Park Primary School Newsletter — End of Term 1

Dear Parents and Carers,

As Term 1 draws to a close, we’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for your
continued support and share some of the highlights from what has been a very successful
start to the school year.

A Successful Term 1

We're incredibly proud of how well our pupils have settled into the new academic year.
From learning achievements to positive friendships, Term 1 has been filled with fantastic

moments, and we’re looking forward to building on this momentum next term.

Introducing Our New Heads of Community

ﬁ A big congratulations to Ava and Lucy, our newly elected Heads of Community! ﬁ
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In their manifestos, they wrote about how committed they are to support others, building
strength in our values and leave a positive mark on the school community. | am sure they
will be successful in their campaign to improve the school and work well with the school’s
leadership team. Well done to all the pupils who put themselves forward — your confidence
and commitment were inspiring and shows how dedicated you are to our school.

Thank You for Attending Parents Evening

It was lovely to see so many of you during Parents Evening. These early conversations are
key in helping us build strong relationships and working together to support your child’s
learning journey. Thank you for making time to attend, listening to staff and finding out
more. As we move into Term 2, you will be continually updated on your child’s progress, but
our doors are always open if you should need us.
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Have your say - Parent Surveys Coming Soon

We will soon be sending out several parent surveys focusing on different areas of school
life, such as OPAL, EYFS transitions and many more. Your feedback is incredibly valuable to
us, so please keep an eye out and take a few moments to complete all of them.

Supporting Positive Behaviour

We are proud of our approach to behaviour at school. Here’s how we support and guide
pupils:

o Reinforcing the positives — we always look for opportunities to highlight and reward
great behaviour.

¢ Dojos and Nojos — recognising positive actions with Dojos and reflecting on choices
with Nojos.

e Celebrating success — through weekly assemblies and special mentions.

e Clear consequences — where needed, we apply consistent and fair consequences to
help children learn from their actions.

We understand that at times, behaviour in class can be challenging. This is a normal part of
every school, and rest assured, we handle these situations with care and professionalism,
always aiming to support every child and their family. Our teachers are always happy to
help, please discuss matters regarding your child’s behaviour and ways the school can help if
you should need to.

Stay Connected — Sign Up to Parent Dojo

If you haven’t already, please sign up to Parent Dojo. It’s our main tool for
) — sharing updates about your child’s behaviour, helping us to maintain open
communication and work in partnership with you. Your class teacher can
support with this free platform, so please let them know if you need the
relevant details.

@ A Heartfelt Thank You to Our HSA Team @

We would like to extend a huge thank you to Sheryl, Fay, Liz and Lana, who are stepping
down after years of incredible service as part of our HSA. Their dedication, creativity, and
tireless efforts have made a lasting difference to the school — not just through fundraising,
but in building a strong, vibrant school community.
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Their work has changed the lives of so many children, and the legacy they leave behind is
truly valuable. We will sincerely miss their presence and passion. The new HSA members will
be introducing themselves to you soon — we look forward to seeing what the next chapter
brings! For now, thank you to everyone who has supported and :
contributed to the HSA’s work over the years.

ATTENDANCE

At Grove Park attendance matters. We ask our pupils to have 100% attendance because we
value your children and would like to see them!

Building Strong Foundations

The early years of school are when children learn essential skills like reading, writing, maths,
and social interaction. Missing school — even just a day or two each month — can lead to
gaps in learning that are hard to catch up on later.

Creating Good Habits for Life

Regular attendance builds routines and a strong work ethic. Children who get into the habit
of coming to school every day are more likely to be engaged, motivated, and responsible as
they grow older.

Developing Friendships and Confidence

School is not just about lessons —it’s also where children learn how to work and play with
others. Poor attendance can make it harder for children to form friendships, feel part of the
class, and develop confidence.

Everyday Counts

Did you know?

e Missing just 1 day every 2 weeks adds up to nearly 4 full weeks of lost learning in a
year.
¢ Over the course of primary school, that’s nearly half a year of missed learning!

How You Can Help

e Aim for your child to attend school every day unless they are genuinely unwell.

e Book appointments (like dental or medical) outside school hours whenever possible.
o Take holidays during school holidays, not in term time.

e Talk to us if you're facing challenges — we're here to support you.
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Let’s Work Together

We understand that sometimes absences are unavoidable. If your child is having trouble
with attending school — whether due to illness, anxiety, or family circumstances — please
contact us. We’re here to help.

Together, we can make sure your child has the best start in life through strong attendance
and a love of learning.
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Opal's wision (s that ewvery child in every scheol has an amaging haur of high qualiby play eveny dng—mth no enc
ceptions. We [urmly belleve in this wision, and our goal (s to gve every child af least one hour of excellent play each
dmd' (http://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk).

Welcome to Term | of our OPAL journey of Growve Parkl After an unforgettable year of excitement, creatinily, and growdh,
we'm.t)vdledtohdzoﬂanoﬂmrfdntas&cyﬂfofouldcmplagandlzammg.?h.&wupmexmmemweh&zon
P‘e,shcha"lengeﬁ.mejmyaonzandmtnxlu&emhngnw»empansm&taouplmdspam.ﬂugear.mchddwdlhcve
ﬁ\zc}mfaﬁ'gsomzd’ungnmncndmnkzﬂmirwm discoveries in every zone.

Planet Earth inspires our New Opal Challenges

As we move into the next stage of our OPAL joumey, we're excited tor
introduce something newe for the children—OPAL Chnﬂu\gz/sl These are

weekly activity-bosed tasks set in each outdoor zone, designed to spark
curiosity, creativity, and teamwork.

This term, our theme is Planet Earth, and the challenges have reflected

this. From nding through the wind tunnel path, to designing heaches in the

sandpit, making rivers (n the Water Zone, or rescuing the sea creatures on

. s the buggy boards. The children have been immersed into these challenges

ar.ds.mcws&{ma&hwnngthzm.Thzchaﬂmuge—dmnwwmidmﬂ\z

ﬂpA' Rﬁn”pr% sandpit has been a particlar favourte~full of imaginalive deas and pur-

This term, we welcomed a brand-new- team of OPAL poseful explorafion.

Rongus-ﬂndt}‘ma-'weaimad%mdeqbnmantstm{!

Fuﬂo{mﬁ\mm.ondF:s’nig.MRangmare These weekly activities not only make outdoor play more engaging, but

quicklyy hecoming ke figures. in the playground. alse help children denelop key shills such cs problem-solving. coopera-
tion. and responstbility. It's been [antashic to see them take ownershin of

In just @ fewr weshs, they've shown great initiative by their play spaces and approach each news challenge with such emcitement

suppm{mgcrdgudmgo'}wchidmn)mkpmge«,ergmzmp“dl‘ | : =

b g gl e wsoliging A iere ta: fallow What's Cmm Nowt in Our OPAL Adventure

our school values. Whether s lending a hand, offering VRN e e Rt

kind reminders. or helping vath challenges in each Our OPAL journay (s growing and thriving! One of the fum [avourites

zone, their presence (s already making a real dufference. this year has heen the expanded Balance Zone. where children have
loved testing their shille on the neav balance ohstacde course. I¥s been

We're excited to see how- they continue to grow in fantastic to see their confidence and coordination soar as they take on

U\ﬂrmlmmdﬁdpmodﬂ\zwn%mowOPALM news challenges.

S Int}qutermchddmnthmmatzdigtahngpwtmgqrdw
ing challenges—seeding, watering, and nurturing swestcorn and toma-
toes. The highlight has been harvesting their fresh produce to feed the
guinea plgs, helping them learn about growth, care, and responsibiity
through hands-on expanence. Thay have also learnt how- to make rain
in a hottle.

Lovking ahead, were thrilled to brng back some popular events like
OPAL Cluh during term time and Welly Wednesday in the New- Year

(more information to come), guring everyone more opportunities for
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This termy iny Giraffe: Class has beeny fulls of fund The children made their first steps v starting,
school and, we are so- proud; of how they hanve adapted to- their newr routines. We hanve made
lots of friends; had, lots of furv and, started, our leaming journey as o dass:

Weh.m;eloved,nmkingnm

We spent; & ot of time thinking

We read; ‘The Colour Monster
We had, o very mischievous wisitor

goes to School and loved it! We MWGW@MMMI'\&

can identifyy different; feelings and even. " WMWBW We have

e some.examples o whab those : been trying our best to- find, him, g

leame himv notes and, every makes .

feelings Look like. p

some friends for himl Let us know
 you find himl

We looked abobservational, draming iny Art,
We took our time to- look ab our- faces in the
mirvor and sketch them using pencils. We then
used paint andscoloun to- paint our faces.

Tt was important to- check our eye colour
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In art, we looked
noticing how he

make lighfer a
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In geography, we learned about the four
countries of the UK and their capital cities, and
we €an now name all seven continents - helped

by our fun continent song! we talked about
physical and human features, then went on a
walk around our local area to spot them in real
life. we found trees, woods and fields, as well

as houses, shops and our local park. In science, we explored what makes humans and

then we created our own artwork in his style,
using shapes to make abstract self-portraits. we
also practised using different pencil pressures to

In our writing, we brought everything together to produce our very first non-
chronological report. We worked hard to organise our ideas, use factual
language and present our information clearly and can't wait for you to

Wwhat an exciting start to the year it's been! the children have settled wonderfully into Year 1
and have loved getting stuck into our topic, “What makes planet Earth amazing?” we've
explored lots of néw ideas and shown great curiosity in our learning.

o

animals unique. We learned about the parts of
the body and used our five senses to carry out 2
fun investigation with mystery bags. The
children also discovered how to group animals
such as mammals, reptiles, birds, fish and
amphibians, and learned what it means to be a

carnivore, herbivore or omnivore.
closely at the work of Paul Klee,

used shapes, lines and colours.

nd darker lines when drawing.

eventually read them.

It's been a fantastic first term filled with learning, creativity and fun. we're so proud of

everything Year 1 has achieved - well done, everyone!

we're already looking forward to next term, when our new topic will be The three Queens -

can't wait to learn all about these amazing women from history!
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J Liorv Class- Yean 2

This term we have celebrated, the following membenrs of Liorv Class for showing hows responsible,

Rhyleigh (responsible), Archie-James (mpe#uL), Grace (r\e)sowceJ;uL), Joshua (resilient), Dolly
(respectful), and our Value Champion, this term was Arabellas (all 4 values).

In we hare been looking at: the,
vohwo}eodvdig}.thnumbmtoqq.
We hame beery ordering and,

This termy Year 2's topic was ‘Australia/. We carv ansvwer
‘The BIG question’- Where would, you prefer to- live-
Sittingbourne or Sydney? We canv speak aboub the climates
MW@WWW%MQW! e K, 9

Inv English, this term, we hanve been looking ab the
book The Koalas Who Could). We had, great furv
retelling the story using copital letters and full stops
describing Kenmiry the koalas using amaging noury
phrases!

In RWV this termy we wisited Bobbing Churchs to- learry abouts where
keep healthy and,
‘ o Christiary people mighty worship and, about the, parts of o churche We have
enjoyed o scootability
also- beerv ing about Hinduism and: Mrs: Thakur us aboub puj
dayy as o fury S
as o Mews Wity ’ :
to keep activel We We understand, that learning about different; people’s beliefs and, world,
o howe ulews are very important irv teaching us tolerance and, respect for others-
arv important Britishy Values
animals grow and,
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Yean3—Elephaanlas&—Tm|

This termv inv Year 3, Elephant; Class have been tramelling back inv time to- explore life in the Stone Age.
Our historical, journey has taken us throughs the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, and, Neolithic: eras, where we
Elephant; Class hare especially enjoyed, learming how Stone Age people hunted: and, gathered, food,
by Stone Age cave paintings.

It's been o fantastic term fulls of curiosity, creatinvity, and teammeork. Well: done, Elephant Class!

Flephn Closs Hionougfly
enjoiged sk Foresb Schoob
sessions this term! They made
Stone: Age topic by crofting

cg s Uk cary humane might

have done.

Mrs Day was especially
noting how safe, respectful, and,
responsible they were while Inv Science this term, Elephant; Class have beer inmestigating the

ercploring the; site. fascinating world of rocks. We explored, how different types of rocks:

Well done, Elephant Class, your igneous; sedimentary, and, metamonphic are formed, and discovered,

shone throughl

In Computings Mr Matthews has beery really, impressed, withs the, class; as they hare beers learning about
do i o fraudulent; email, i sent to- them. Great, computing, this term, Elephants, well: donel

Value Ch@p_i&&— Well done’(o’dﬁe}ollowmg duldre,rv}or\d.emonsh’uhng, one o&’(h&sdﬁoob
walues this termu
Nikolow Miya-Blue Grace-Kelly Adalind Archie

Qz
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ThistUTanzmelasﬁmhawbwlbokingatRam{mesfsandgoﬁﬂasmem‘g

Inmﬂwwe}wmebwluwesﬁgahngpluamhwundrwndmgtaﬂwmmstm's,m@ﬁ
and 1000’s. thawulsowa{ouusmgmu&ngﬂwmwnmmzthod{oraddmgmd
subtracting.
Inmwmmmmmmmmmﬁmmm
InPEﬂwduld:en}mlecokmgut%mnmmmmdommewandhawbm

truly amaging. Mr Edwards ond myself are extremely proud of them. In our outdoor

hmszﬂizdinfnywll-.

It just leames me to mwish you all a restful half term. See you in term 2.
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TERM | IN RHINO CLASS!

Our topic this termy has beerny INSPIRATIONAL WOMEN, and, we hame beerv learing,

Trv our Writings we have been, Tnv our Reading, we have beer, looking b
researching the infamous ‘Goodnights Stories for Rebel, Ginls, learning
daredenil; Annie Edson Taylor, about many inspirational, womeny such, as
who courageously wenb over Rosa Parks amongst many others! This has
Niagaras Falls v @ barrels The helped, us with, our writing, where we have
children enjoyed, reading her been writing, our own, diany entries recently)
story in ‘Queen of the Falls,
learning what it means to be o Tr Arty wee worked, on our portrait-drawing
daredenil; recounting Annie’s skills, completing fantastic portraits of Evita,
dangerous journey rv our owry Peron
unique ways!

We have had an amazging term i Maths;
We hame had, anv ameesome time i DT this termd focusing on rounding, adding and,
Throughs our topic, we learned about Amelic subtracting, and place value amongst other
Earhart and her many planes; making our own thingsl We have gained lots of confidence
fromy woodery sticks, pegs and, paintl We went, oub irv our Maths skills this termi
Forthes sanclil anch e how well they coula P Our focus in PE has been leadenship skills
This has helped, us with our Science; where we anitorgamigabiany wihere e o aredtedd
have been looking ol and testing different forces, some cool new games to- play, and hawe
suchv as air resistancel ereated lots of amaging sports Leaders!

Congratulations to- Deborahy, Ayo; Milies Jake, Jennifer and, Islas

Nesch tenm we are looking at the Ancient
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Term | - Ostrich, Class

We are delighted to- share with, you the exciting learing experiences Year 6 hame enjoyed,
during Termy |. The children have worked, incredibly hard, across alls subjects: and, hases showwry

Our English Lessons have focused, ons World, War IT. The
reports. We also enjoyed, reading the novel, 'When, We, Were
Warniors, which, sparked thoughiful, discussions. We also

e/xplm‘ed/WOf\ld;WonII poen&tod.eepemoununda\standmg

Our Science topic this term hos been
Light. We irnwestigated how light traxels,
hows shadows are formed, and how: we
see, objects. The children enjoyed

et sbddtdidddccidcassls

We harme been working
Spelling Shed. Pupils hare
procticed weekly spelling

In Maths, we hame heen

ImCompui‘ing,, Welewnbaboubnd:wonk&ond/howcompubex\s
communicate withy eachs other. Th@das&exxploredﬂ“@shuotum

Our PSHE lessons focused, on
structures, the importance of
respech;, and, how- to- maintairy

Kelbie, Shriyen, Ella, Sophie and, Harper




