§
§

Grove Park Primary School Newsletter — End of Term 1

Dear Parents and Carers,

As Term 1 draws to a close, we’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for your
continued support and share some of the highlights from what has been a very successful
start to the school year.

A Successful Term 1

We're incredibly proud of how well our pupils have settled into the new academic year.
From learning achievements to positive friendships, Term 1 has been filled with fantastic

moments, and we’re looking forward to building on this momentum next term.

Introducing Our New Heads of Community

ﬁ A big congratulations to Ava and Lucy, our newly elected Heads of Community! ﬁ
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In their manifestos, they wrote about how committed they are to support others, building
strength in our values and leave a positive mark on the school community. | am sure they
will be successful in their campaign to improve the school and work well with the school’s
leadership team. Well done to all the pupils who put themselves forward — your confidence
and commitment were inspiring and shows how dedicated you are to our school.

Thank You for Attending Parents Evening

It was lovely to see so many of you during Parents Evening. These early conversations are
key in helping us build strong relationships and working together to support your child’s
learning journey. Thank you for making time to attend, listening to staff and finding out
more. As we move into Term 2, you will be continually updated on your child’s progress, but
our doors are always open if you should need us.
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Have your say - Parent Surveys Coming Soon

We will soon be sending out several parent surveys focusing on different areas of school
life, such as OPAL, EYFS transitions and many more. Your feedback is incredibly valuable to
us, so please keep an eye out and take a few moments to complete all of them.

Supporting Positive Behaviour

We are proud of our approach to behaviour at school. Here’s how we support and guide
pupils:

o Reinforcing the positives — we always look for opportunities to highlight and reward
great behaviour.

¢ Dojos and Nojos — recognising positive actions with Dojos and reflecting on choices
with Nojos.

e Celebrating success — through weekly assemblies and special mentions.

e Clear consequences — where needed, we apply consistent and fair consequences to
help children learn from their actions.

We understand that at times, behaviour in class can be challenging. This is a normal part of
every school, and rest assured, we handle these situations with care and professionalism,
always aiming to support every child and their family. Our teachers are always happy to
help, please discuss matters regarding your child’s behaviour and ways the school can help if
you should need to.

Stay Connected — Sign Up to Parent Dojo

If you haven’t already, please sign up to Parent Dojo. It’s our main tool for
) — sharing updates about your child’s behaviour, helping us to maintain open
communication and work in partnership with you. Your class teacher can
support with this free platform, so please let them know if you need the
relevant details.

@ A Heartfelt Thank You to Our HSA Team @

We would like to extend a huge thank you to Sheryl, Fay, Liz and Lana, who are stepping
down after years of incredible service as part of our HSA. Their dedication, creativity, and
tireless efforts have made a lasting difference to the school — not just through fundraising,
but in building a strong, vibrant school community.
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Their work has changed the lives of so many children, and the legacy they leave behind is
truly valuable. We will sincerely miss their presence and passion. The new HSA members will
be introducing themselves to you soon — we look forward to seeing what the next chapter
brings! For now, thank you to everyone who has supported and :
contributed to the HSA’s work over the years.

ATTENDANCE

At Grove Park attendance matters. We ask our pupils to have 100% attendance because we
value your children and would like to see them!

Building Strong Foundations

The early years of school are when children learn essential skills like reading, writing, maths,
and social interaction. Missing school — even just a day or two each month — can lead to
gaps in learning that are hard to catch up on later.

Creating Good Habits for Life

Regular attendance builds routines and a strong work ethic. Children who get into the habit
of coming to school every day are more likely to be engaged, motivated, and responsible as
they grow older.

Developing Friendships and Confidence

School is not just about lessons —it’s also where children learn how to work and play with
others. Poor attendance can make it harder for children to form friendships, feel part of the
class, and develop confidence.

Everyday Counts

Did you know?

e Missing just 1 day every 2 weeks adds up to nearly 4 full weeks of lost learning in a
year.
¢ Over the course of primary school, that’s nearly half a year of missed learning!

How You Can Help

e Aim for your child to attend school every day unless they are genuinely unwell.

e Book appointments (like dental or medical) outside school hours whenever possible.
o Take holidays during school holidays, not in term time.

e Talk to us if you're facing challenges — we're here to support you.
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Let’s Work Together

We understand that sometimes absences are unavoidable. If your child is having trouble
with attending school — whether due to illness, anxiety, or family circumstances — please
contact us. We’re here to help.

Together, we can make sure your child has the best start in life through strong attendance
and a love of learning.
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ceptions, We fumly believe in this vision, and our godl is to give every child df least one hour of excellent play each
day. (http://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk).

Welcome to Term | of our OPAL journey at Growe Park! After an unforgettable year of excitement, creativity, and growth,
ch}wmto-’uym\,athmgw and make their own discoveries in every zone.
Planat Earth inenivae anr Naw Onal Challansac

As we move into the next stage of our OPAL journey, we're excited tor
introduce something new- for the children—OPAL Challenges! These are
weekly activity-based tasks set in each outdoor zone, designed to spark

This term, our theme is Planet Earth, and the challenges hare reflected

i i the buggy boards. The children hare been immersed into these challenges
MDAl |- P, and successful achieving them. The challenge—clean our world in the

This term, we welcomed a brand-new- team of OPAL ~ Poseful exploration.

Rangers—and they've already made a brilliant start!

tion, and responsibility. It's been fantastic to see them take ownership of

Tn just a few weeks, they've shown great inititive by their play spaces. and approach each new challenge with such excitement

supporting and guiding other children, helping everyone and pride. : ,

get trwobved i play. and encouraging others to folow What'e Coaming Nave in Orr OPAI Advantura

our school values. Whether i's lending a hand, offering

kind reminders, or helping with challenges in each EZOPAMEWWWBMQOM&WW
, their s ing a real di . 15 year expanded Balance Zone, children

e prosence (& clreody making Afference loved testing their skills on the new- balance obstacle course. It's been

We're excited to see how they continue to grow in Fantostic to see their confidence and coordination soor as they take on

their roles and help lead the way in our OPAL joumay new- challenges.

uwayw InﬂﬂzWatUZm,dwildrenhowbzuxemtadbétaJw\gpw{mW\r
Hu‘ou.ghhand/smexpuwm Thzyhmfealfso-l.@wﬁthgw-to-mkzm
in a bottle.

Looking ahead, we're thrilled to bring back some popular events like
OPAL Club during term time and Welly Wednesday in the New- Year
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sandpit, making rivers in the Water Zone, or rescuing the sea creatures on

sandpit has been a particular favourite—full of imaginative ideas and pur-




Termy | in Polar Bear Class

ImL&ﬂwwehaM@r\ead;3storw&,Th& In Maths we hane
Pl Bisst gl e Seoove Clouds Thi beery learmning
Colour Monster goes to School and, The numbers |-5. We
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This term has heen wery busy getting to know- each other and leaming all about the Planet Earthl

Qur Value Champions this ferm mere: P

Lottie, Chanlie, Denter, Harlie, En}g&r, Isaac!

Wialk die: oo Ere.ss proud of ypu, Jor Abmnetling sur sl values, keop thapd N\

WRITING THIS TERM:
te SN
Can you guess mhat animal it is? 7 ' h *
[ ae Chape tetls ‘
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A walk around our local area:

We went on a malk around the local area to find some
}wmnandp}ud&ml,{eoiwmw,eabso&oppzduﬁaiﬂwpoﬁa'
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We went to wvisit the Church in Bobbing. We got on the mini-
bu/sandﬂ\mSuz{mmﬂudﬁurd\,shawedmmmmd.
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It hos been a great start to the year and I look forward to melcoming them back in term

2, to learn all about the Three Queens!
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Snowy Omd Class Sl

What an exciting and busy term it has been in Year 2! Our learing this term has taken
ws Down Under,” as we explored the amaging country of Australia. The children have

WEWWMWMWWW:TMKM Whoc,ouldbt&
Rad"wlBrightand Owr Home on WM@JM@ASWPW-
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and made leaflets comparing Australia to the UK.
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& One of the highlights of our Australian topic was a misit from the
8l Didgeridoo Man! He shared fascinating facks about this fradiional.
Aboriginal instrument and demonstrated how ' played. The children
snene; Inuspived s enedite fholr s slidgeidons, decondting e with
Aboriginal-style pattarms. and symbols.

The children loved Scootability! They leamt how-
to manoeuvre safely around each other and
moving obstacles like Mrs Bamey! They also

Wz}wdamergmtu%ﬁngm/sitfﬂBobbing
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counb v 3's.

mwinners this term: Amelia, Heba, Hang M, Nina &
Alaia.

)

COCOPPIOOIIIOOIIOIOONOE
OOV OE



Narwhal Class

This termv our discorery topic was ‘Howe dids Britairy change, fromy Stone Age to- Iron Age |
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This termv has beerv our Forest School sessions where the children have done activities related, to

SWAQ&MWW%WWW&MW@WQQ&W They
hm/eenéogu:l/ﬂ'\eses&on&

ImWw&hmbmboﬂdeaeolog&st&andGeolog&st& looking closely ab

Inv our discovery art lessons we hare looked, al prehistoric: art and, used, natural, materials to

Creative homework that: has come inv has beeny amazing: Well done to- all those children. Some
domg/rrwny/pwoe& Itha&bwngmbtohmnﬂ'waxplanahonsond,seet}mpowenpomt&
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We have settled into Year 4 reallg well! . We
have engageo( in exciting activities and learnt

lots of new things each week. We have shown
great enthusiasm, kindness, and curiosity in
everything we do. Here's a look at what's
happening this month! We had fun making our
dioramas to show a hea

ﬁ‘," and an unhealth
= % ~ :

rainforest. |

In Science, our topic has been Animals
Including Humans. We have learnt about
the different types of teeth animals have
and how their teeth show what kind of
food they eat. We also explored the human
digestive system and even carried out a fun
experiment to show how it all works!

Mayan ola:,!

Next term, our topic will be The Mayans! We'll be exploring this fascinating
ancient civilisation and learning about their culture, beliefs, and way of life. We're
also very excited for our school trip to Kent Life, where we'll take part in a special

FOX ¢%

Our class has been exploring the
fascinating world of gorillas and
the rainforests they call home!
We've learnt all about gorillas’
diets, habitats, and the serious
issue of deforestation. We

became writers and

conservationists ourselves bj

creating detailed gorilla

descriptions dand persmsive pieces

to encourage people to protect
rainforests. To finish off our
unit, we even filmed our own

green screen interviews with

é.6\(:0 nservationists.

CELEBRATION

A huge congratulations to our

class value winners for term 1:

K Molly Ik Gabriel

Tariq * Lag’con

Y Adelrik
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Ouwr topic this term has been Inspirational Women.

We hove had a busy and exciting first term. We started our first meek of Year S
taking inspiration from Amelia Earhart’s first plane, The Canary. We then tested
ﬂwmutﬂwmndp&t!

knghaw:w&tzdundlwntnwgwgmphmlmb&dmy{or{whu%oj:aw
as mwell as the physical and humaon features of Niagara Falls. This mas important
to make links to our mwriting about Annie Edson T.aylor. We then compared this

® In the later part of this term, e moved onto learning the history of the cinil rights
movement in relation to the story of Rosa Parks & Maya Angelou. We used drama
{ - to create interviews, acting as Rosa Parks, the Bus Driver or the mhite lady
[ Within our discovery learning me have worked on our sketching skills in Art to
create portraits of Enita Peron, who me leamt about in our Pathways to Read.
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Linking to our topic, in English we hawve bheen
reading Queen of the Falls. We have produced =} s
orious ayles. of mting from different potnt of e
mwwsmi’hz/stoﬁdmtsof/\nnmEdsonTwélor/s %
barrel journey down Niagara Falls.
Ouwr final piece we created a recount of
avents from Annie's perspective including
we learnt along the may.
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their achierements and impact on others’
linres today. We have heard every child
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In science, we have heen

leaming forces. We have learnt
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e  Why do people have to stand up for what they believe in (RE)
e Time and Food (French)
®  Online Safety (PSHE and Computing)

e Creating Quigzes (Computing. mwith links. to our Discovery)

No Outsiders storybook & Families and Relationships. (PSHE)

®  Sports Leadership and Net & Wall (PE)
® ‘What shall we do mith the drunken sailor? song & Harvest Festival
songs (Music)

T}ustummeﬁpthﬁdmeﬂoﬁ‘Odobzr,{owslnngm{dMMleﬂw

Day. We spent the day leamning cbout some of the effects of struggling

Ahug,ewngmhxlaﬂonshrJack,Cm.anm, Wzmlmhng{arwurdtomakmgmngmmmzmmmmﬂxw
e Lilly-Mae and Hudson for being our %3 children in Term & moving onto our Ancient Greece topic and sharing
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In maths this term, me have worked hard at

On World Mental Health
Day, me learmned strategies |
to use when we are feel- 1‘

ob(ject'
We made our own ‘/womé : el ’ .
é'ars'iaxsto-reangwm*im In Art this term, me
we havel wrcplored the dramatic T o g
S ‘& scenes of the Blitg, // N
; y / u‘\
using ol pasizls- o 7 A huge well done tor oy )
blend colours and ;l S A
recreate the smoky, | this term: Ewa-Lili, Ella,
M skies! \ Jenson, Ava H, Sophie .I
.......................................................................... \ and N' | | /"
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Next term, our topic is \\ //
Windrush'! : ~
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