Cultural Capital
Experiences enrich the curriculum by enabling children to see art in context, for example:
· Workshops during school trips e.g. Mayan and Viking Day art workshops 
· Exposure to diverse artistic traditions, styles and time periods (e.g. LS Lowry, Frida Kahlo, Wyland, Fabrice Monteiro and Lubaina Himid)
These experiences help children appreciate art as a powerful form of communication and cultural expression.


Curriculum Structure
Early Years
Children explore a wide range of media through continuous provision and topic-based activities. They experiment with colour, texture and form using materials such as paint, clay, chalk and mixed media. Creative opportunities are flexible and responsive to children’s interests, for example clay or playdough sculptures linked to ‘Our Creatures’.
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
Sketchbooks are used to document the process: artist study, experimenting with materials, make and evaluate.
Children start by developing confidence in the formal elements and begin to build a bank of ideas in sketchbooks. They learn how to manipulate materials, refine shapes and lines and evaluate their work in simple terms. 
In KS2 children refine and apply more advanced techniques, revisiting skills with greater control and purpose.



Cross Curricular Examples
Art is embedded within Discovery topics to deepen learning. For example:
Year 1: Exploring African patterns 
Year 2: Tudor portraits inspired by Holbein, supporting historical enquiry into status, symbolism and representation.
Year 3: Prehistoric cave paintings alongside Stone Age history work, developing understanding of how early humans expressed ideas.
Year 4: Craft and design through Egyptian scrolls to explore storytelling, pattern and symbolism.
Year 6: Protest-style artwork linked to protecting tigers, exploring how visual communication can amplify important messages.

Links Across Year Groups
Deliberate connections ensure knowledge is continually revisited and deepened, for example:
· Early exploration of colour and texture in EYFS feeds into more deliberate use of media in KS1.
· KS1 line, shape and pattern work supports increasingly detailed observational drawing in lower KS2.
· Understanding of symbolism in Year 4 Egyptian art supports expressive and conceptual artwork in Year 6 protest pieces.
· Sketchbook habits evolve from simple mark-making to sophisticated documentation of research, trialling and evaluation.

Art Curriculum
Purpose & Approach
Art is taught through a progressive model built around five strands: generating ideas, using sketchbooks, making skills (including the formal elements of line, shape, tone, texture, pattern, colour), knowledge of artists and evaluating and analysing. These strands are revisited in a spiral curriculum, allowing children to return to key skills with increasing complexity.
Children explore the core areas of drawing, painting and mixed media, sculpture and 3D and craft and design from EYFS to Year 6.

High-quality teaching is supported by Kapow, with specialist modelling videos ensuring teachers and children see techniques demonstrated by experts. 

Assessment
· Targeted questioning to check understanding and address misconceptions
· Observation of children’s choices, techniques and creative processes
· Discussion and peer dialogue to articulate opinions and respond to others
· Retrieval practice through short recall tasks, vocabulary checks and oral explanations
· Reflections allow children to consolidate ideas through brief written or verbal evaluation
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