Links Across Year Groups
Deliberate connections ensure knowledge is continually revisited and deepened, for example:
· Elizabeth I in Year 1 revisited through the Tudors in Year 2
· Victorians explored in Year 2, Industrial Revolution revisited in Year 4, then social reform and Dickens in Year 6
· Migration introduced in Year 3 (Floella Benjamin) revisited in Year 6 (Windrush)
· Comparing Ancient Civilizations; Mayans and Egyptians (Year 4), Ancient Greece (Year 5)
Cultural Capital
The curriculum is enriched through carefully selected visits, workshops and experiences which bring history to life and strengthen children’s understanding of the past, such as:
· Chatham Dockyard (pirates and maritime history) – Y2
· Mayan Day at Kent Life – Y4
· Viking workshops – Y5
· Roman soldier visits – Y3
Assessment
· Retrieval practice supported by knowledge organisers, quizzes and vocabulary checks
· Key assessment questions guide each unit and make learning intentions clear in which teachers plan summative tasks (presentations, writing or digital media) to demonstrate children’s secure understanding across of their history work
Cross Curricular Examples
An integrated/cross-curricular approach strengthens understanding across subjects:
· Science: life cycles and changes over time
· PSHE / British Values: democracy (Ancient Greece), rule of law and children’s rights (Victorians, WWII)
· Art/DT: Tudor houses, Egyptian canopic jars, Viking longboats, cave paintings
· Computing: presenting historical research, coding characters from different eras, digital storytelling
· Writing: diaries, non-chronological reports, narratives, explanation texts, fact files
· Geography: how people travelled, traded and settled
Curriculum Structure
Early Years
Children sequence events, use time vocabulary (past, now, future) and explore past and present through familiar contexts such as family events, stories and life cycles. They begin to understand simple cause and effect and compare similarities and differences between themselves, others and the world around them.
Key Stage 1
Pupils learn about significant individuals and events; identifying what has changed and what has remained the same. They learn to use simple sources such as portraits, diaries and photographs to ask and answer historical questions.
Key Stage 2
Pupils broaden and deepen their understanding of British, local and world history. They develop secure chronological frameworks, compare civilisations, explore causes and consequences of major events (e.g., invasions, technological change, war) and consider the significance of key people, ideas and movements. 

History Curriculum
Purpose & Approach
Our history curriculum is progressive, sequenced and spiral, enabling pupils to build secure chronological understanding and make meaningful links across periods and civilisations. Teaching follows a strong pedagogical approach rooted in retrieval practice, supported by knowledge organisers which make key facts, vocabulary and concepts explicit. This ensures children regularly revisit and embed prior learning, deepening their ability to understand cause and consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference and historical significance.
Historical enquiry skills are developed throughout, allowing children to question evidence, interpret sources and construct informed historical narratives.
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